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The Smeeton Westerby Beaker Burial - Some additional information 
Examination of material from the Beaker Burial at Smeeton Westerby (Rutland, 1976, 46-48 
and 1977 64-65), notably the human skeletal remains by Ann Stirland, has provided additional 
information about the nature of the site. This material was extracted by Messrs. Aggas and 
Yates after the initial drainage trench exposed the burial in August 1975. An area of c. 6 sq. m. 
was examined and the spoil sieved to recover all the apparent disturbed bone. This was 
confirmed by the 1977 excavation by the Trent Valley Archaeological Research Committee 
which found no more evidence of burials or of a barrow (Wheeler, 1978, 8). 

The human skeletal remains were very fragmentary, presenting problems of enumeration in 
addition to those of ageing and sexing the individuals (Plate 1 ). From the disturbed fragments of 
longbones, teeth, jaws, pelves, crania, etc., it was possible to identify seven individuals. The 
crouched burial first recognised (Rutland, 197 6, 4 7 fig 2) was of an adult male aged about 30 
years. The other burials comprised one adult male about 25 years; one adult female, about 25 
years; two young adults, each about 20 years; one adolescent, about 15-17 years and one child 
about 10-12 years. A thoracic verteb~a belonging to the adolescent shows an interesting 
pathological condition. The posterior wall is warped and has a roughened, raised patch 24.2mm 
x 14.6 mm in the shape of a triangle. It would appear that this is a case of periostitis, perhaps 
resulting from a blow or other injury. 

Three fragments of antler spatulae (Fig. 1) probably from one item were also found. These 
objects have previously been found with Beaker burials and consist of strips cut from bone or 
antler to form simple tools. Although sometimes called 'mesh-rules' or 'modelling tools' the 
most convincing suggestion is that they were used as implements for burnishing or softening 
leather (Smith & Simpson, 1966, 134-137). Although direct association is unclear, the presence 
of this item and the double pointed bronze awl suggests possible leather working connections. 
These objects have been found together at Hadden Field, Derbyshire and Amesbury G5 l and 
West Overton G6b Wiltshire (Ibid., 136). Spatulae are almost invariably found with male 
skeletons. 

A full profile of the second beaker is now possible (Fig. 2) showing it to be another W /MR 
type with similar decoration to one from Fordingbridge, Hampshire, (Clarke, 1970, 296, Fig. 
129). A small flint flake was also found with this material. 

The multiplicity of these burials as indicated from the skeletal remains, is interesting, 
especially as they came from such a small area. Multiple burials from one grave are known from 
various sites (Petersen, 1972) whereas later insertions could also result in many burials being 
found from a localised area; a succession of one cremation and seven inhumation burials within 
an area of c. 10 sq.m. was found at the centre of the multiple barrow site at Harnack, 
Cambridgeshire, (Donaldson, 1977, 205 & Fig. 4). Secondary interments cutting through a 
small scrape barrow, since ploughed flat, could result in a localised sequence, such as is evident 
from Smeeton, although interpretation from such disturbed evidence must be tentative. 

Transactions LVI 1980°81 
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Fig. 1 
Smeeton Westerby: 

Antler spatulae 

Plate 1 Smeeton W esterby: burial remains 

50mm 

Fig. 2 
Smeeton Westerby: 

Beaker 
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A Lost Hoard of Roman Coins from Stockerston, Leicestershire 

"In the year 1814 a woman found, in a wood near Uppingham, a Roman vase which contained 
600 silver coins of various emperors." This statement by A.J. Waterfield, writing in the 
Rutland Magazine, misled both VCR and M.J. Winter, neither of whom were able to add 
further details, into assuming that the hoard was found in Rutland. 1 

Now, however, Mr A.R. Traylen of the Rutland Local History Society has most kindly 
drawn my attention to a paragraph in the Stamford Mercury, 16th September 1814, which reads 
as follows: 

"On Thursday the 8th instant, as a poor woman of Uppingham was, with her son, 
gathering nuts in a small wood called Holyoak Spinney, about 4 miles from that place, the 
boy perceived part of an earthen vessel emerging from the bed of a small stream, which, 
on examination, proved to be a Roman vase, filled with silver coins of the Emperors 
Valentinian, Valens, Gratian, Theodosius, and Maximinus. The coins are, consequently, 
from 1430 to 1450 years old, and the whole are in most excellent preservation. - The 
woman having disposed of a considerable quantity to several inhabitants of Uppingham 
and its vicinity, it became impossible to ascertain the exact number she originally found; 
she has, however, about 300 remaining, and it is estimated that, when first discovered, the 
vase contained more than 600. She was offered 20/. on Friday for the quantity she had 
left, which she declined. - It is remarkable that a considerable number of Roman coins 
were also found a few years since, not many yards from the same spot." 

There can be no doubt that this is the hoard meant by Waterfield. Holyoak Wood is in 
Siockerston parish, a good three miles' walk from Uppingham. It adjoins Great Merrible Wood 
in Great Easton parish, and is bordered on its northern side by a stream which flows into the 
Eye Brook. · 

The earlier discovery to which the newspaper refers was the hoard of 230 siliquae found in 
1799, and cited by Nichols, who describes the discovery thus: 2 

"In October 1799, as a boy was nutting in Holyoak Wood, his feet slipped into a ditch, 
and struck against a glass urn, containing 230 silver coins of Gratian, Julian, Theodosius, 
Arcadius, &c. many of which were in high preservation." 

It can be seen from these accounts, brief though they are, that the date range of the two hoards 
is very similar. Hoard I (1799) ranges at least from Julian (360-3) to Arcadius (383-408), and 
hoard II (1814) from Valens (364-78) to Theodosius (379-95). Both hoards may have included 
earlier coins, especially if the Stamford Mercury is correct in mentioning Maximinus (309-13) 
rather than Magnus Maximus (383-8) for hoard II . One may speculate no further, save to say 
that in view of their date and close proximity, the deposition of the two hoards (if they are not 
indeed two parts of the same hoard) was no coincidence. 

The identification of the so-called 'Uppingham' hoard as properly Stockerston II sadly robs 
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Rutland of one of its few such finds, but adds a sixth to the list of late 4th century hoards briefly 
chronicled by Winter for (new) Leicestershire, which now rea.ds as follows: Great Casterton 
(Rutland), Leicester I, Leicester IV, Sproxton I, Stockerston I, Stockerston II. 

Clearly Holyoak Wood was a capital place for nutting. It remains to be seen whether any 
descendants of the 'several inhabitants ofUppingham and its vicinity' who acquired coins from 
the un-named poor woman's discovery still have any. If so, then the Rutland County Museum 
would be very pleased to see and record them. 
REFERENCES 
I . Waterfield, Rutland Magazine, I (1903-4) 4; VCH Rutland I (1908) 86, 93; ibid., II (1935) 96; Winter, TLAHS 

LIii (1977-8) 4 
2. J. Nichols, Hist. and Antiq. of the County of Leicester III (1800) 535; Winter, TLAHS LIii (1977-8) 3, where the 

date of discovery appears (wrongly) as 1779. 

February 1982 T.H. McK. Clough 

Aerial Archaeology 

The result of aerial reconnaissances and surveys of the Midlands in 1981 once again illustrates 
how little is known of the wealth of archaeological material that survives under today's standing 
landscape. Most of the cumulative evidence suggests quite contrary conclusions from those 
drawn from a century of excavations, but neither the few experienced practitioners in the air nor 
archaeologists have yet devised a method of converting the evidence into digestible information. 

The accumulation of evidence from the air, unlike excavations, is a matter of systematic study 
and recording for decades. Institutional archaeology was established when it was believed that 
the main archaeological evidence resided in monuments with features (often vestigial) that had 
survived in relief on today's land surface. It is more than fifty years since O.G.S. Crawford (and 
others) were able to draw ·the attention of archaeologists to the fact that monuments still in relief 
are but isolated survivors in vast and eroded but air-observable landscapes. Most such 
observable evidence is, however, only erratically visible. Much derives from complex inter
actions between the sequences of man-made soil movements in the past 5000 years, fast growing 
annual crops and annual weather patterns. Other indications derive from subtle changes in the 
colours of surface soils losing or retaining moisture. Even the monuments still in obvious relief 
are now known to be but a small percentage of such evidence available from the air when critical 
lighting conditions or blown snow are exploited i:o enhance surface features. Systematic 
retrieval of such evidence, however, requires more air experience and finance than archaeology 
has yet thought fit to provide, except for a few limited projects and elementary programmes 
related to routine interests. 

Fifty years ago, neither the narrow contexts in which crop mark information becomes 
annually or even ephemerally visible were realised. New evidence was taken at its face value and 
this was of a scatter of domestic and ritual sites of all periods in limited areas of Britain. These 
areas, and areas where there seemed to be an absence of this new evidence, conveniently 
coincided with the then current and still prevalent model of certain soils being suitable for 
earlier settlement and of different settlement patterns in highland and lowland zones. There was 
no realisation that the air evidence first recorded was simply the easiest to see and record. This 
cardinal error has not yet been realised and it limits archaeologists' interest today. 

Allied to a concentration of interest on monuments in relief, is the standard archaeological 
technique of investigating sites by systematic excavation and of constructing hypotheses on the 
evidence as if any excavated site was typical. Such is the number of sites now known (they can 
be counted in hundreds in some areas where few or even none were known until recently) and 
such is their variety, that it is not realistic to consider many sites as typical of any area or any 
period. The fact that archaeological evidence survives in the form of a domestic or ritual site 
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may in fact make it untypical of its period, because where any piece of land has continual land 
use, it will not contain conventional archaeological evidence. Additionally, where a site does 
survive, it may do so because of a change of land use rather than desertion. A reversion to 
pasture in one field can permit a site to survive, but the evidence it provides can be quite 
unrelated to its vicinity. 

It has, however, been obvious for many years, to those directly concerned with long term 
retrieval of evidence from the air, that only a tiny fraction of the sites now known can ever be 
protected or excavated by those procedures that exhaust the resources of archaeology. It has also 
been long obvious that the major loss of archaeological evidence does not arise from changes of 
land use from modern agricultural methods. 

There is no way of knowing what percentage of the erratically visible air-observable evidence 
has already been recorded from the landscape as a whole but it can only be small. Areas such as 
the Thames Valley that have had systematic air cover by both the few experienced practitioners 
and by casually operating archaeologists for 50 years continue to produce new evidence. Now 
that this 'window' has been opened into the soil, it is clear that there are also other types of 
evidence - particularly environmental evidence - that are virtually unlimited but that are not 
air-observable. In some areas, there is now sufficient evidence from the air, in a form in which it 
can be digested by archaeologists (it has to be understood that archaeologists have no formal 
training in the practice of air reconnaissance and the interpretation of air photographs) to 
suggest larger models than it has been possible to construct from the excavation of individual 
sites. One of these concerns the East Midlands, but its implications cover a much larger area. 

A man-made prehistoric landscape has dominated man's environment in the East Midlands 
for at least the last 4000 years. It was of a size and complexity that could only develop within a 
civilisation that has not been recognised and identified. This landscape seems to have been one 
of slow change and many elements of which survived into the Romano British period. Although 
this landscape seems to have mainly disintegrated in the immediate post-Roman period, some 
elements survived and are incorporated in today's landscape. 

The main evidence for this landscape is found in crop marks of substantial field ditches and 
boundaries and through their relationship to terrain and to other archaeological sites. It should 
be possible to assume that such ditches could not be dug through wooded areas, or those 
recently cleared of trees . Although not necessarily of the same construction date, some barrows 
in the vicinity of postulated boundaries were constructed on contours that could only be 
recognised as higher in a terrain devoid of foliage . 

Some boundaries take what seem to be arbitrary lines across the countryside, others skirt land 
that could have been of only marginal use in some climatic permutations. Some such boundaries 
form the base of rectilinear field systems and it could be suggested that the side of the boundary 
towards marginal land was available for nomadic or stock movement . Many short lengths of 
prehistoric triple ditches butt at 90° onto one side of some of today's roads, some of which are 
also county boundaries and they are elements of the rectilinear fields. · 

In the East Midlands as a whole, few sites have been identified that equate with the hill forts 
of Southern Britain. A number of substantial ditch systems have, however, been identified 
across the necks of ox-bows ofboth rivers and streams and the distribution of these extends into 
the West Midlands. Within the major pattern of territories that seem to be formed by a 
combination of rivers (and other terrain features?) and man-made boundaries, there are a great 
variety of organised field systems defined by ditches that produce crop marks, underlying 
today's landscape. The character of some of these systems seems unique (on the evidence so far 
recorded) to limited areas. Other field systems have wider distribution into different areas . 

It is first necessary to emphasise that the patterns of fields so identified are incomplete 
because there is no evidence of hedges. Field divisions can be made by hedges without ditches. 
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It is also necessary to realise that all the ditches of any total pattern may not be of the same 
construction date. Where, however, fields have been added to or sub-divided, the implication 
must be of continuity of use. There is increasing evidence of other features than some of the 
major early boundaries postulated above remaining in landscape until today. Elements of some 
earlier field systems now buried beneath today's landscape can now be shown to link logically 
into it. 

Implications of this continuity have not yet been realised. There are large areas of the 
countryside that have not yet produced evidence of underlying field systems. Whilst this 
suggests that today's standing landscape in these areas totally incorporates its earliest 
boundaries and fields, there is as yet no evidence that" can define whether the origins were 
medieval or early prehistoric. 

Whilst recording the more easily found and seen evidence from the air is a necessary routine 
exercise, such evidence is only available from about 5% of Britain's geology. Most of the crop
mark evidence is on low lying permeable soils and whilst the concentrations of prehistoric sites 
on them has been interpreted as suitability for early settlement, in periods that were wetter or 
dryer than today's climate, they would be even less agriculturally productive. It could seem 
much more likely that being unsuitable for settlement and cultivation, they and their margins 
would be used for nomadic grazing. Far from being evidence of continuous occupation, it is 
suggested that the complex multi-period sites in these areas derived from desertions in long wet 
or long dry periods and later redevelopments were out of phase with the deserted sites. 

Most of the evidence still standing in relief tends to be on uplands. Its survival has relied on 
an absence of post-desertion land use that would have eroded the evidence. Whether the 
desertion was caused by climate, soil exhaustion, migration or population shrinkage has to be 
considered in the wider context of neighbouring areas where less or even no similar evidence 
has survived later land use. 

The concept thus emerges of seeing the landscape as a whole as one in which from the time of 
his earlier settlement, man in Britain has lived in an ordered environment. The territorial 
divisions were determined less by geological zones than by man-made boundaries. Within these 
boundaries, field systems slowly developed and perhaps the different patterns of fields in 
different areas reflect the social structures of different communities. 

What emerges from the existence of orderly field systems is that undefined areas ofland were 
not available to be taken over at will. Their allocation and use was controlled in some way. the 
creation of settlements for arable farming requires both manpower and 'capital investment'. 
This is unlikely to be intensive in other than peaceful times. It requires security of tenure and 
ability to transfer and the long existence of some boundaries and fields is surely some 
confirmation of this . 

Within this framework, the crop mark evidence of aerial archaeology in the East Midlands is 
that tens of thousands of archaeological sites of the past 4000 or more years have survived in 
varying degree. Most of these sites, both ritual and domestic have had a much shorter period of 
active use than their territorial context and are, therefore, only an indication of the existence of 
this context and are not necessarily of its nature. 

Whilst the above relates specifically to the East Midlands of England, the same circumstances 
apply in varying degree to the whole of.Britain. Only about 3% of Britain receives the type of 
constant aerial surveillance that tries to exploit the techniques and equipment currently 
available. Whilst archaeology only provides token support to the researches, the provision of 
finance alone makes little contribution to the problem as a whole. There is little realisation that 
whilst experienced air crew can quickly learn the necessary geology, archaeology and botany to 
exploit current techniques and devise programmes, archaeologists as such cannot obtain enough 
flying time to become efficient aerial practitioners. Attempts to direct programmes without 
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both extensive experience in the air and ongoing knowledge of its daily results are relatively 
ineffective and to believe otherwise is to imbue an archaeologist - per se - with qualities denied 
to researchers and students of other disciplines. 

Leicestershire Museums' programme of fieldwork includes the incorporation of evidence 
from the air with all other archaeological evidence and provides a model that could be followed 
with advantage by other archaeological interests. 

Jim Pickering 

The Roman Road from Leicester to Mancetter 

A pipe trench cut the line of the Roman road from Leicester to Mancetter postulated by Alan 
Mc Whirr in these transactions in 1966-7 (Vol. XLII, 1-5). This then led to an attempt to check 
the line at other points. 

At Oaks Farm (cSK 513032) the pipe-trench cut through the road but a separate excavation 
alongside the trench proved more successful. There were 30 ems of top soil covering red and 
grey marl. The base of the road was some 60cms down and was made up of yellow boulder clay 
and sand/gravel. On top of the gravel layer were three other layers composed of fairly large 
cobbles, medium cobbles and above larger stones of granite, limestone, sandstone etc. Only one 
edge of the road was located and this was made up of pitched forest rock. The gravel base was 
c. 17. 5 m wide and the upper layers c. 13 m, but it was plough damaged and accurate measure
ment was difficult. 

At Oak Meadow Spinney (cSK 542049) a trench was dug to a depth of50cms and produced a 
layer of stones similar to those described above . A pitched stone edge was again encountered. A 
further trench was dug rather further to the north-east beyond a pond, (cSK 542049) at a depth 
of 30cms a layer of large cobbles was exposed, but plough damage was extensive. 

At the end of Tatlow Road (cSK 542 050) another trench was dug and yielded similar road 
materials as above and a sherd of late Roman colour-coated pottery. Test-holes in Allexton 
Spinney on Western Park revealed further evidence of this road. 

Arthur A. Huscroft 

Norfolk Street, Roman Villa, Leicester (SK 575043) 

Between November 1980 and February 1981 the final phase of the excavation of the Norfolk 
Street Roman Villa was carried out, directed by John Lucas for the Leicestershire Museums 
Archaeological Field Unit. Prior to the commencement of the new road scheme, an area 12 m x 
20m at the East end of the North Wing was made available for excavation . 

The end of this Wing was located together with a metalled surface which was probably a road 
running North to South (Fig. 1). Pre-dating these were just a few minor features below the 
building, together with a circular pit 1. 75 m deep, with part of a human skull at the bottom. 
Although severely damaged by later wall foundations it was possible to determine a square clay
lined feature adjacent to this, which may have been some kind of water tank. Below the road and 
on the same alignment were two ditches, one early, and the other probably late, second century. 

Both the main building and the roads were of late second century date and their layout does 
suggest that they were contemporary. Within the building the only suggestion offunction came 
from the most southerly room, where a large rubble filled hole was one metre deeper than the 
surrounding floor levels. As much of this rubble was flue tile, including boxtile and voussoir, 
which was used in central heating and bath systems, it is possible that this was a bath. A line of 
postholes to the east of the main buildings could indicate a verandah overlooking the road. This 
would have disappeared when the building was extended a further three metres towards the 
road, a move that required the filling in of the roadside ditch. The ditch fill suggests a late third 
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or early fourth century date for this extension, and therefore it may be contemporary with the 
major refurbishment of the Villa associated with the laying of tessellated pavements in the 
North and West Wing (T.L.A.H.S. LIV [1978-9], 68-70 and LV [1979-80], 83) 

The villa has now disappeared below the new road and so this was the last of a series of 
excavations that began in 1975 (T.L.A.H.S. L [1974-5, 58). 

John Lucas 

A Romano-British Settlement at Ravenstone, Leicestershire (SK 40211 7) 

This settlement in North-West Leicestershire lies on sand and gravel on a North-West facing 
hillside overlooking the River Sence, about 130 metres above sea level. Its location was revealed 
during field-walking by Mr A. Hurst who plotted a Romano-British pottery scatter covering an 
area of three hectares either side of a railway cutting. As the northern part of the site is 
scheduled for opencast coal mining with the permission and full co-operation of the National 
Coal Board an excavation took place in October and November 1981, directed by John Lucas 
on behalf of the Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Field Unit. 
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Three areas totalling 1500 square metres were stripped by machine (Fig. 1). As a small 
excavation by Mr A. Hurst had previously uncovered two pottery kilns and a larger rectangular 
kiln (Area A - kilns 1, 2 and 4), this area at the western and lowest extreme of the site was 
further investigated, together with areas part way down, and on top of, the hill (Areas B and C). 

In Area A a further pottery kiln, Kiln 3, was found and formed, together with Kilns 1 and 2, a 
compact group, all equally spaced and on the same orientation. These were producing sandy 
greyware pottery - narrow mouthed jars, flanged and straight sided dishes and some bowls. 
Little of the Kiln 3 survived and it seems possible that its fabric was stripped for re-use 
elsewhere. This contrasts with Kiln 1 where a deep, walled and arched flue survived together 
with a large rectangular box-like pedestal belonging to the Lincolnshire tradition (V. Swann, 
pers comm). This box would have vented the hot gases down its centre and up into the middle of 
the kiln giving a good overall circulation of heat. The pottery would have been stacked on the 
pedestal, on stone kiln bars, found in situ, at the front of the kiln, and probably on the floor at 
the rear. Only the circular wall of Kiln 2 survived, although traces of red clay on its floor 
suggest the possibility of a further box pedestal. The stokepit of this kiln has been destroyed by 
a later rectangular kiln (Kiln 4). This kiln, 2.5m x 1.75m, had clay, cobble and stone exterior 
walls, with five pairs of columns of square tiles forming low arches which would have supported 
the main floor. Some of these tiles, away from the main area of heat, were partly unfired, so 
indicating that they had been built into the structure before being fired . It seems probable that 
this was a tile kiln. 

Around these kilns were several other features, mainly narrow linear channels, possibly for 
drainage, some post-holes and several shallow depressions. Three features may have been 
graves. The soil conditions prevented any bone survival but the shape, the position of nails and 
the presence of a possible ritual deposit - a small globular greyware jar - suggested this 
possibility. At the North-West extreme of the site all the features were sealed by an area of grey 
silt, which was probably ploughwash lying against an old field boundary. 

Earlier activity was represented by a very small circular pit which contained handmade, 
possibly Bronze Age, pottery. · 

All these features lay to the West of a large ditch that ran North-West to South-East right 
across the site (Fig. 2). Backfilled in the early fourth century, it may have been a significant 
boundary. It is roughly in line with another large ditch which has been revealed on aerial 
photographs, lying 250 metres to the South-East and running for over 300 metres. A resistivity 
survey was carried out in the field between these two lengths, but unfortunately the results were 
inconclusive. 

The large ditch also appeared in Area B, together with two smaller ditches on the same align
ment. Both of these were also quite late, but whereas the southerly one cut through the large 
ditch, the other was earlier. 

In Area Ca small ditch, again on a similar alignment, cut through the centre of the area. To 
the south of this lay a few Roman features, mainly shallow depressions with just two post-holes 
and a drainage channel. To the north lay a number of post-holes whose regular alignment 
revealed a building, possibly four metres square, orientated North-West to South-East. 

Immediately to the West of the excavation where no pottery had been found during field
walking, the National Coal Board stripped over one hectare of ground in preparation for their 
mining. It was possible to carry out a limited watching brief on this area, and a few probable 
Romano-British features were seen, including another large ditch running roughly parallel to, 
and about 220 metres from, the one on the excavation. Remarkably enough, this too, is on the 
same alignment as a large ditch revealed in aerial photographs lying 800 metres to the South
East. Just to the North of this, the stone footings ofa circular building 10.5 metres in diameter 
were exposed. A coin, probably of Tetricus I (A.O. 270-3), was found in the footings . There 
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was no time to excavate this building and so there are no clues to its function. It is however the 
only trace or suggestion of a stone building on the site. Additionally it is the first circular 
building of this period to be found in Leicestershire. It also falls within the date range of the rest 
of the site, where the bulk of the material is third and fourth century, with the latest coin being 
that ofValentinian I (A.D. 364-75). 

Further there is some sign of activity during the Saxon period with pottery from a few small 
features. 

With the evidence of occupation scattered across an area of over four hectares it has not been 
possible from the evidence of the relatively small area excavated to determine the size of the 
settlement or indeed whether it is just a single unit. In its position just on the edge of the 
Charnwood Forest, with the Leicester Forest eight kilometres to the south, it is in an area where 
fieldwork is only just beginning to uncover the Roman landscape and no major excavation has 
taken place. John Lucas 
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Long Whatton Medieval Moated Site: Interim Report 
The village of Long Whatton lies five miles to the north-west of Loughborough and is unusual 
for its linear morphology in an area of nucleated settlements. The medieval moated site lies to 
the north of the village on the north facing slope of the valley of the Whatton Brook, a tributary 
of the River Soar. The geology of the area is very simple - the whole parish being situated on 
an area of Keuper Marl, a red clay matrix with thin bands of fine sand/mudstone in undisturbed 
layers. Three small patches of glacial sand and gravel occur within the parish and the area 
covered by the site does in fact lie upon one of these, although the boundary of the gravel is not 
a distinct one. 

The site lies some 500 m to the west of the church and is surrounded by a great many 
earthwork features. Associated with the moat is a rectangular enclosure extending down the 
slope to a series of three fishponds alongside the present line of the brook. The linear earthwork 
running parallel to the brook is the only feature recorded by the Ordnance Survey and plans are 
in hand to complete the recording of all the earthworks, of which the moat forms an integral 
part. The complexity of the site, together with the proximity of the fishponds would suggest a 
manorial status for the site which is reinforced by further evidence from excavation. 

As yet little historical evidence for the site has been examined. Nicholls mentions in the late 
eighteenth century - "antient homesteads, contiguous to the village", which may refer to 
buildings along a hollow way linking the moat and the church, possibly forming the back lane of 
the village at the end of the medieval period. There are two farms in the village whose names' 
contain the element 'manor'. One, near the church, is called Manor Farm, with vestiges of 
seventeenth century garden earthworks in the adjacent field . The other, close to the site, being 
known as Manor House Farm; implying the presence of two manors within the village, one of 
which being related to the moated site. 

To date, the Loughborough and District Archaeological Society has excavated approximately 
half of the platform area (Fig. 1). The platform is almost rectangular, measuring approximately 
33m from east to west and 39m from north to south. The moat is generally well defined, 
although considerably shallower on the western side, and is in the region of 9 m in width. The 
pos.ition of the moat in relation to the valley slope is such that if the downslope arm of the moat 
were filled to capacity with water, the upslope arm would remain empty, even allowing for a 
considerable degree of silting since the last cleaning. It has been proposed that if water were 
essential in this particular moat, it could only have been retained by the use of dams across the 
central axes of the moat. There is on the eastern side, evidence for some kind of causeway and 
the possibility of a similar feature, much eroded, on the western side. 

Excavation has so far revealed a suite of four rooms, together with a yard area. Several walls, 
as yet unlinked may relate to secondary structures between the eastern side of the building and 
the moat. The primary building was constructed of two kinds of stone - a fine-grained 
sandstone and the local Forest Stone, from the Charnwood Forest area to the south of the 
village. The walls showed no evidence of foundation trenches, the water worn cobbles were laid 
on a thin bed of sand and the stone structure rested upon this. The walls at Whatton survive to a 
maximum height of four or five courses and there is no evidence for their superstructure. The 
fact that so little stone has been found in the building debris could either indicate that 
considerable robbing took place after desertion, or that the walls were of timber frame 
construction. The latter is not however totally convincing when the weight of the roof is taken 
into account. The roof was covered with stone slates - not the local Swithland slate, which was 
slowly returning to use when the Whatton house was probably built. The stone used in this case 
was a fine-grained metamorphic one from the northern edge of Charnwood Forest. A small 
quantity of Swithland slates have been found and these have been interpreted as repair work, an 
insufficient number having been found in any one area to cover an entire roof. The slates are 
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generally rectangular in shape, trimmed to a triangle at the top with a single perforation. The 
number of iron nails found in the roof debris would suggest that this was the method of fixing to 
the laths as opposed to wooden pegs. The roof was capped by ceramic ridge tiles of several 
different types. There were all made from ¼inch thick slabs of clay, 18 inches square, and 
moulded over wooden formers. Most of the tiles were decorated with three applied loops of clay 
simply pressed into place and then glazed. One form with a raised knob at each end has been 
found, as has only one double loop form attached to the body of the tile by a peg. A knife-cut 
cockscomb decoration occurs, with chamfered lower edges on the tile. These ridge tiles, 
together with stone slates must have formed an extremely heavy roof and it is probable that the 
main load-bearing walls were of stone construction. A fragment of stone moulding from a door 
frame would also support this theory. Further evidence for the comparative wealth of the owner 
of the site can be construed from the discovery oflead cam es and fragments of decorated stained 
glass in the area of the platform adf oining the moat, close to the causeway. This may possibly 
represent evidence for a private chapel, many of which were located in just such a position at 
this period. 

The primary house consists, to date, of a suite of four rooms which show a sequence of 
building, the timing of which cannot yet be established. Rooms 2 and 4 were built of large 
sandstone blocks, linked by Room 1, whose walls were butt-jointed and consisted mainly of 
Forest Stone. Room 3 was butt-jointed against Room 2 and built of smaller sandstone blocks. 
From this sequence, the Forest Stone structures on the eastern side of the platform can, at this 
point, be presumed to be of later date than the main structure; not only by their building 
materials but by their ephemeral nature and stratigraphic context. As yet, it has not been 
possible to allot any specific function to the rooms in the house. Only Room 2 had any evidence 
of a hearth, the only other internal feature in any of the other rooms being a clay floor in Room 
3, upon which a gilt-bronze pendant was found in association with sherds of Tudor Green 
pottery. By its size and wide offset stone course at the south end, Room 4 must have been the 
most important room in the building and it was within this that the only medieval coin has been 
found. 

Excavation of the causeway has shown that it was possibly built as a dam. Beneath the dense 
gravel surface, two parallel walls of clay have been found with an infilling of sand. It is proposed 
to excavate the equivalent feature, now only just visible, on the western side of the moat. 

A section across the north-west edge of the platform produced a totally sterile layer of clay 
beneath the topsoil. Three sherds of Roman pottery were recovered from the old ground 
surface. The clay upcast was extremely clean showing no evidence of organic residues that 
would result from the cleaning of the moat and probably therefore represents the original spoil 
from the excavation of the moat. 

The only coins from the site were both found in unstratified contexts in disturbed layers. The 
earliest, a coin of Constantine, pierced for suspension, was extremely worn, the head being 
unidentifiable probably due to continuous wear. The second coin, a long cross silver penny ofa 
very high silver content was in good overall condition, with the exception of a small area over 
the crown, which rendered precise dating difficult. However, it has been dated to between 1302 
and 1310 and had been minted in London. 

The most interesting metal find to date has been a gilt-bronze pendant with a lobed circum
ference with a tricephalos on the front, the back being slightly facetted . The tricephalos consists 
of a frontal view of a face with two side views using the eyes from the front view. Neither the 
Jewry Wall Museum nor the Museum of London have located any parallel for this piece. 

The pottery from the site ranges in date from the thirteenth to the fifteenth centuries as would 
be expected. The precise dating of this material is, as yet, rather difficult and a more complete 
report on the pottery will be published at a later date. The amount of pottery from the sixteenth 
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century onwards is very small indeed, implying the abandonment of the site at that time . There 
are very few sherds of Midlands Purple and almost nothing from the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries - material of this period have only come from areas of disturbance. A number of 
Roman sherds have been found, again from unstratified areas within the main trench as well as 
from the old ground surface. It is well known that most medieval sites will produce a small 
number of Roman pieces but at Long Whatton the number is increasing to a point where earlier 
occupation of the area is suspected, although no proof has yet been forthcoming. Walking of 
fields throughout the parish has yet to produce any Roman material. 

The medieval wares consist mainly of sandy, predominantly undecorated cooking pots. One 
particular fabric is associated with hand-made, unglazed cooking pots with wheel turned rims. 
More sophisticated wares include vessels with applied strip decoration and rouletted bands but 
these are very small in number. A small quantity of shelly ware has also been found, soapy in 
feel, with a corky surface, one rim with a thumb impressed decoration. 

Other finds from the site include charcoal, animal bones, fragments of coal, small quantities 
of slag from some form of metal working process, an iron spear head and a piece of wrought 
iron, probably from a decorative door hinge. 

The Loughborough and District Archaeological Society would like to thank Lord Crawshaw 
for his patience in allowing us to occupy an area of his land for such a long period and the Jewry 
Wall Museum and the Museum of London for their assistance and advice so willingly given. 

Anne Tarver 

An Excavation of the 'Moated' Site at Newbold Verdon (Interim Report I) 

During 1981 the Newbold Verdon and District Local History and Archaeological Group have 
been investigating, by excavation, a possible fourth side to a 'moat' like feature at Newbold 
Verdon. The site is at the western end of the village adjacent to the present Hall house (SK 
44150375), which is dated to the late 17th or early 18th century. The house is built on a raised 
platform, and is to the north of the 'moated' area. 

The extant parts of the 'moat' form three sides of a square approximately 80 metres by 80 
metres and being on average 10 metres across, still partially filled with water although silted up 
and overgrown in places-. Around the 'moat' but only on the western and southern sides, is an 
avenue of yew trees; there is a gap in the southern side from which two parallel rows of yew 
trees continue to the edge of the spinney which bounds the 'moat' on the western and southern 
sides. Beyond the spinney are two fields totalling 23 acres called 'the old piece' and 'lake 
meadow' which contain many earthworks, linear banks and ditches, fishponds and a dam. 
(These features were surveyed by the group during 1980.) It is not certain what some of these 
earthworks represent, but the whole area may be landscape gardening and the 'moat' may be an 
ornamental feature below the Hall, the avenue of trees bounding the private drive to the house. 
On the other hand, documentary references and a local tradition that there is a lot of stone under 
what would be the island of the moat, tend to suggest that we could be dealing with a medieval, 
moated manorial site. It was to try and resolve this question that it was decided to excavate a 
section across the assumed fourth side of the 'moat' . 

Excavation at weekends and evenings has so far not proved conclusively that a fourth side 
existed, but indications do tend to support the theory. The various infilling levels are beginning 
to show as 'ditch' shaped and sherds of green glazed ridge tile and perforated roof slates are 
suggestive of a medieval manor house. 

An unexpected discovery was of a brick drain fronted by what could be a retaining wall at the 
northern end of the section. The drain is of a similar brick bonding to the Hall house and is 
approximately one metre square in section; it runs out from under the Hall cellar steps, turns 
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through 90 degrees, then goes parallel to the edge of the house platform and into the western 
arm of the existing 'moat' feature. The drain has a top of concrete slabs which have been put in 
place during the present century, but not during the present owner's time (i.e. since 1948); he 
did not know the drain existed. There is another smilar drain, which has a vaulted roof and runs 
under the present farmyard; one would suggest that the concrete slabs have been used to re-roof 
the newly discovered drain when it's vaulting collapsed. The side walls of the drain are double 
thickness brick, neatly bonded and finished on the inside but the 'header' bricks are roughly 
broken on the outside. In front of the drain and towards the middle of the moat ditch is a single 
thickness brick wall running almost parallel to the drain . At present this is being interpreted as a 
retaining wall holding back the house platform.This suggests that, if the drain is contemporary 
with the house (and from the similarity of the brick bonding one would assume this) there was 
still a ditched feature in front ofthe Hall, on the alignment of the fourth side of the moat, when 
the Hall was built, either dry or being water filled . 

Work during 1982 should help to prove the moat as a medieval feature, the relationship of the 
wall, drain and house and may indicate when the fourth side was finally filled in. 

M. Harding 

Castle Dorrington Spital: Interim Report 

Excavations on a group of buildings which formerly lay on the North side of the medieval 
Hospital at Castle Dorrington were continued during 1981. 

The foundations of a rectangular building seven metres by three metres have been revealed, 
and work has begun on an adjacent building which appears to be about the same size . 

Sherds of Nottingham green glaze, Midland Purple and later Ticknall ware with other 
artefacts and animal bones indicate a long occupation period. 

The second building, to the West of that excavated in 1980, appears to have been extensively 
damaged by fire early in its life. A post-medieval building overlies part of the original structure, 
which probably dates from the thirteenth century. Further work on the site is proposed for 
1982. 

B. Townsend 

A Medieval Building Complex at Whitwell, Rutland (SK 924087): Interim Report 

Excavation of an area south of Whitwell village (originally disturbed by reservoir construction 
machinery), continued for three successive sessions (1977-80), has been followed by an 
extension of the site to the north side of the boundary fence. This fence bisects the area 
occupied by a medieval yard and building(s). Potsherds and small finds, including two coins 
indicate an occupation period from c. 12th century to 17th century. 

Ironstone working, evident in several places appears to have been a change of use for the area 
and probably coincided with 'quarrying' or stone robbing from the building(s) during 
construction of later cottages in the village and rebuilding or repairs to the Old Hall complex. 

Excavation work during the 1981 season in the northern half of the area has revealed main 
building foundations of three different dates, traces of internal walls, one floor paved with large 
limestone slabs (approximately one metre square) another floor of ferrous oxide clay, a metal 
working hearth and a further raised burning area. As in the southern half of the area there are 
several 'V' shaped stone drains between and under wall foundations. 

Pottery sherds range from early Stamford plain ware, later Stamford ware, orange and 
orange/blue Bourne wares, Midland Purple ware, 'shelly' and 'sandy' wares and Cistercian. 
Small finds include several knives, bronze pins and ferrous. nails, buckles etc., worked flints, 
ston:etools (hones) and a comprehensive range of clay, flint, slag and ferrous samples. 
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Animal bones extend over the usual, medieval range of cattle, pig, sheep and horse. One 
unidentified skull was buried in the wall foundations and other bones located nearby could be 
part of a dog skeleton. 

Stratification particularly in the upper levels is rather confused, middle to late medieval finds 
have been found with isolated Roman sherds, mussel shells, snail shells, and even one Neolithic 
arrow head. Further work through the lower levels will continue to establish the origin, layout 
and users of the building complex. The extensive arrangement of large and small stone-lined 
drains suggests a high-standard of building planning and construction. 

Leicestershire Archaeological Field Unit 
Annual Report 1981 

A.W. Adams 

This year has seen the full impact of the Department of the Environment's revised procedure 
for grant application and the consequent increase in form-filling and general administration has 
been felt by all members of the Unit. Nevertheless a number of achievements can be recorded 
for the Unit as a whole during 1981 while individual members of staff have made considerable 
- and in some cases surprising - progress in a variety of projects. 

What seems likely to be the final phase of excavation on the Norfolk Street villa continued 
into February 1981 having begun the previous October. The area concerned lay east of 
Buckingham Street and revealed the east end of the building first located in 1979. The 
excavation was directed once again by John Lucas and Richard Buckley; for an interim report 
and plan see pages 103 to 104. 

During October and November the second of this year's excavations took place at 
Ravenstone, near Coalville in advance of open-cast mining. The Unit's gratitude to the N.C.B. 
must be recorded here, for allowing the excavation to take place and for their co-operation 
during the work. The Unit was unsuccessful in obtaining a grant from the DoE for this site so 
the whole cost of the operation was borne by the County Council. The time available for 
excavation was limited to two months so only a small part of what appears to have been 
extensive, though scattered, occupation, could be examined in detail. For an interim report and 
plan see pages 104-7; the site was directed by John Lucas, Cass Clay and Richard Buckley. 

The major achievements for the Unit as a whole this year have been in the field of 
publication . The full report on the Austin Friars excavations finally made its appearance in 
November. This is the Unit's first major publication and it is gratifying to see it in print at last, 
though at a price which must necessarily restrict its circulation. Nevertheless the experience 
gained in tackling a publication of this size must surely stand us in good stead for the future. 

This year has also seen the launching of a series of archaeological reports produced entirely 
'in-house' through the Reprographic Department of County Hall. During the year the first 
three volumes of the series have appeared covering the excavations at Whitwell in Rutland, by 
Malcolm Todd, The excavations of the round barrows at Sproxton and Eaton by Patrick Clay, 
and an account of the medieval leather industry in Leicester by Clare Allin. Further volumes 
are already programmed for 1982 and the Unit is particularly indebted to Allen Chinnery, 
Assistant Director, Human History, for his initiative in launching the series and his continued 
help and encouragement in the production of each volume. 

The computer project has also made progress this year although there have been long and 
frustrating periods of apparent inactivity. The major part of the Unit's initial work - compiling 
lists of keywords, devising forms for recording information an·d preparing user-guides to the 
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forms - was completed by June. It is therefore disappointing to have to record at the end of the 
year that the system has ~till not been put into practice. Although the visual display unit and 
printer were installed at Humberstone Drive during October, only one of our forms has as yet 
been given a screen and that only for test purposes. The real test of the computer for our 
purposes will only come when we are actually able to use it . 

Post-excavation work this year has proceeded on the St. Nicholas Circle sites, excavations in 
the Bath Lane area, and on material from the Norfolk Street excavations. The preliminary 
sorting and listing of Roman and medieval pottery from the St. Nicholas Circle sites has been 
completed and progress on material from the Bath Lane sites is well advanced. Mrs Woodland 
has again been working with the Unit during 1981 and has completed the report on the 
medieval pottery from the excavations at Nether Hambleton . Sorting and cataloguing of 5½ 
tons of Roman tile from the Norfolk Street villa has been completed but progress on the analysis 
of this material and of the pottery is held up until the computer becomes fully operational. The 
major breakthrough in post-excavation work this year has been in Richard Buckley's study of 
the wall-plaster from Norfolk Street. This is material recovered in 1975 and comprises 4 7 boxes 
of wall-plaster fragments . Compared with the relatively complete walls recovered in 1978 the 
fragmentary material presented a daunting task and Richard Buckley should be congratulated 
on his persistance and determination to bring order out of chaos. In this he has succeeded; the 
decorative schemes from two further rooms can now be reconstructed. When all the work is 
completed the villa at Norfolk Street will provide a most useful study of styles and techniques in 
interior decoration during the Roman period. 

Courses attended by members of the Unit during the year have once again been both 
numerous and wide-ranging. The subjects covered included various aspects oflron Age, Roman 
and Medieval pottery, Roman coins, Roman rural settlement, church archaeology, urban 
archaeology, Medieval water management, planning and the historic environment, the 
application of computers in archaeology, hillforts and prehistoric stoneworking in Britain. 

To balance the picture members of the Unit have also given a number of talks and courses on 
a variety of topics of which the Norfolk Street villa has once again been the most popular 
subject. Cass Clay has given an introduction to archaeology course at Earl Shilton which is to be 
extended for a further ten weeks and other members of the Unit have contributed to this course. 
Cass has also talked to the Museum's Natural History Club on environmental archaeology and 
has also contributed to a two-day course for teachers on archaeology in schools, while Helen 
Clamp and Deborah Sawday have provided introductions to Roman and Medieval pottery for 
the Museum's fieldwork group. 

During the year the Museum Studies students and the first year archaeology students at the 
University have been introduced to the work of the Unit and we have also welcomed the 
Friends of the Museum. In November the Chairman of the County Council and Mrs Angrave 
visited the excavation at Ravenstone and returned to Humberstone Drive to see some of the 
post-excavation work in progress. Interest has also been expressed in the computer programme 
for archaeology, in particular staff from the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge spent an after
noon discussing the computerisation of archaeological records with Miss Sawday and Dr. 
Fletcher, Keeper of Documentation. 

Miss Mellor and Mr Pearce have continued to attend the meetings of the East Midlands 
Committee of Field Archaeologists and Cass Clay now sits on the Leics. Committee for 
Archaeology in Schools. 

During the year we were sorry to lose our DoE Inspector, Glyn Coppack, who was transferred 
to another area; we shall miss his interest in and encouragement for all aspects of the Unit's 
work. Dr. Coppack has been replaced by Philip Walker. 

Once again we should like to acknowledge the loyalty and commitment of the Unit staff, the 
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support of other sections and individuals within the Museum and the interest and encourage
ment we have received from colleagues outside. J.E. Mellor . 

Fieldwork in Leicestershire 1981 

The Leicestershire Museums Archaeolgocial Survey Team has continued its work in 1981. Pete 
Liddle has co-ordinated the work of the community-based fieldwork groups and has continued 
to set up new groups, which now number twenty-three. Six issues of the newsletter, The 
Fieldworker, have been published and seven full group meetings have been held. Speakers 
included Nigel Moon, Ben Whitwell, Jean Mellor, Phil Williams and Brian Simmons. In 
addition three half-day schools have been provided for new fieldworkers. He has also completed 
the text for both volumes 1 and 2 of 'Leicester Archaeology - the present state of knowledge' 
which should appear in 1982, as well as working on a 'Guide to some Leicestershire 
Archaeological Sites' and 'Community Archaeology - Organisation and Techniques'. 

The main fieldwalking research project has continued to centre on Medbourne parish. A very 
high proportion of the arable land in Medbourne itself has now been walked and many of the 
grass fields checked for earthworks and for archaeological material appearing in animal scrapes. 
Documentary work is proceeding in tandem with the fieldwork and particular thanks are due to 
Mrs Kay Gowland for her work in the Record Office and also in fieldwalking and processing 
fieldwalking finds, and also to Paul Jarvis for fieldwalking and finds processing . Fieldwalking 
has also been undertaken in surrounding parishes including Blaston, Nevill Holt, Drayton, 
Slawston and Tugby. In addition to fieldwork at Medbourne, Anne Cookson has accessioned 
material from this work, from fieldwork groups, and from other sources in the new 
computerised format, with volunteer and student help. Fieldwalking, survey and watching 
briefs were carried out on development sites. Comments on areas of archaeological interest were 
made for district, local and action area plans to ensure that archaeology is considered in future 
land-use planning, the archaeological maps in the sites and monuments record have been up
dated and further work on re-casting aspects of the record to improve information retrieval is 
under way. 

Fred Hartley has continued his work in earthwork surveying and aerial archaeology. 
Earthworks sites surveyed during 1981 included village earthworks at Tixover, Barrowden, 
Empingham, Egleton, Exton, Belmesthorpe, Pickworth, Top Pickworth, Whitwell, Alstoe 
(Burley on the Hill) including the small motte and related enclosures, Anstey, Medbourne, 
Stonton Wyville, Pilton, Hardwick (Shangton Grange), Peatling Magna, Burton Overy, Frisby 
by Galby, Cotes de Val (Gilmorton), Newton Nethercote (near Newton Burgoland) and 
Snibston. Earthworks formerly noted at South Luffenham (SK 943019) have now been built 
over. Moated sites surveyed included Hambleton, Snibston, Empingham, Whissendine, 
Arnesby, Claybrooke Magna, Staunton Lodge and Shangton Grange. Also surveyed were the 
fishponds at Edith Weston, part of the park pale at Exton, and the fishpond complex at 
Kilthorpe Grange, Ketton. Winter aerial reconnaissance produced a mass of detailed soil-mark 
information and earthwork sites from Foston, Gumley, Pearling Magna, Arnesby, the 
Langtons, the Strettons, Houghton on the Hill, Illston and Stonton Wyville. More recent 
survey in snow conditions produced a well defined picture of the Carlton Curleiu earthworks. 
Summer flying produced a handful of new sites in the Wreake Valley and the Essendine area. 
As usual for air photography we are indebted to the enthusiasm and generosity of Jim Pickering. 

P. Liddle, A.P. Cookson & R.F. Hartley 
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Reports of Fieldwork 1981 
BARKBY THORPE (SK 632084) 
Fieldwork by the Hamilton Field walking Group located a scatter of flint on the slope of a gravel 
spur. Finds included a leaf-shaped arrowhead and a thumb-nail scraper. 

BEEBY (SK 659074) 
Mr T.S. Martin has found during fieldwalking a scatter of flint including a concavo-convex 
'thumb-nail' scraper and several waste flakes. In the same area there was · a general scatter of 
Roman, Medieval and Post-Medieval sherds and clay-pipe fragments. 

BEEBY (SK 650079) 
Mr T.S. Martin has located during fieldwork a substantial scatter of flint including a horse shoe 
scraper and many waste flakes associated with a large scatter of Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age 
pottery. There was also a general scatter of Roman and Medieval material. 

BLABY (C SP 571969) , 
Mr D.J. Hutchinson has found a later Medieval bronze purse-frame with niello decoration. The 
central boss has 'X' on one side and 'A' on the other. 

CADEBY (SK 430017) 
The Newbold and District Fieldwork Group fieldwalked the area in which a crop-mark of a 
ring ditch has been photographed and found a scat,ter 'of flint flakes and tools and a few sherds of 
thick hand-made pottery that might be Bronze Age. 

CLAWSON, HOSE & HARBY (SK 735267) 
Trent Valley Archaeological Research Committee discovered a scatter of flint flakes and 
artefacts during fieldwork in 1979. 

CLAYBROOKE MAGNA (SP 481886) 
Mr D. Wassell reports the discovery of a Roman villa site. 

COUNTESTHORPE (SP 582954) 
Mr and Mrs Hardy-Smith have found two flint artefacts - a thumb nail scraper and a serrated 
blade - in their garden. 

CROXTON KERRIAL (c. SK 850302) 
P. Foster casually found an annular clay loom-weight of Anglo Saxon type in the general area of 
the above grid-reference. 

DRAYTON (SP 819925) 
Two fields on the top of a ridge overlooking the Welland Valley were fieldwalked by the Survey 
Team and produced substantial amounts of flints, including flakes, blades, cores and scrapers. 

EATON (SK 758274) 
The Melton Fieldwalking Group has recorded a flint scatter of blades, flakes and scrapers from 
near Piper Hole. 
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GLENFIELD (SK 537060) 
The ruined church of St. Peter has been adopted by the Glenfield and Western Park 
Archaeological and Historical Group. Rubbish clearance has revealed tombstones of Swithland 
slate and a red tile floor. 

GLENFIELD (SK 536057) 
Mr A.A. Huscroft watched a considerable area being developed for housing. The most notable 
discovery was part of a small socketed bronze axe with a crescentic cutting edge of the "South 
Eastern' type, which dates to the Late Bronze Age. 

GREAT EASTON (SK 848932) 
Miss R.E.A. Wallis reports the discovery of Roman pottery of the 2nd and 3rd centuries, 
mostly sherds of cooking pots and storage jars but including one sherd of a black colour-coated 
beaker. 

GREAT GLEN (SP 653979) 
Mr N.K. Williams has found half of a snaffie-bit of Medieval type (type II C in the London 
Museum catalogue) while recutting a ditch at the bottom of his garden. 

GROBY (SK 539082) 
A.J.K. Hurst reports that a farmer has ploughed up the lower stone of a quern in coarse 
brownish/red sandstone. 

GROBY (SK 534081) 
Groby Archaeological Society has re-examined the Roman kiln site. 

KNOSSINGTON (SK 798086) 
A string of fishponds was recorded during a watching-brief by the Survey Team. 

LEICESTER-HUMBERSTONE (SK 630073) 
Fieldwork by the Hamilton Fieldwalking Group in the area of a previously known Roman site 
(see T.L.A.S., LIV, 80) has revealed a flint scatter of several hundred items. These include 
'thumb nail' scrapers and a transverse arrowhead, also discovered was a bronze awl, of the type 
found in graves with beakers. 

LEICESTER-HUMBERSTONE (SK 628073) 
A short distance along the same spur as the last site was a small but well-defined scatter of about 
twenty flints and one chart artefact. These included a 'thumb-nail' scraper. 

LEICESTER-HUMBERSTONE (SK 627077) 
Hamilton Fieldwalking Group have found another scatter of flint, including a thumb-nail 
scraper. Nearby cruder flint may indicate another site, but more probably a continuation of the 
first. 

LEICESTER-HUMBERSTONE/THURMASTON (SK 625083) 
Hamilton Fieldwalking Group has found a site near Colby Lodge overlapping the parish 
boundary. It is on low ground close to a stream. The scatter included a microlith, several 
prismatic cores and a _thumb nail scraper. 
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LEICESTER (c.SK 586061) 
Mr A.J. Beck has found a very fine barbed and tanged arrowhead on his allotment on Abbey 
Park Road. It is made of orange flint with yellow-grey flawing. It is a relatively large example 
(53mm long) and has square barbs. 

LOCKINGTON-REMINGTON (SK 480294) 
The Burleigh Archaeological Fieldwalking Group has undertaken and intensive gridded 
fieldwalk of the Roman villa at Lockington and produced huge amounts of tile, pottery and 
tesserae. 

MEDBOURNE (SP 798930) 
Miss E.J . Linford reports that a sherd found some years ago by Mr .Colin Faulks among spoil 
from a post hole has now been accepted as deriving from a pagan Saxon urn. It has a black 
surface finish and the fabric is highly micaceous. The sherd is from the upper body of the vessel 
and _the decoration consists of three-line chevrons with indications of demarcating lines above 
and below. Nichols records an Anglo-Saxon spearhead found with skeletons and fragments of 
Roman pottery to the west of the village, but the present sherd is the first recent indication of 
Saxon activity. 

MEDBOURNE (SP 7993) 
The field-by-field survey of the parish continues and suggests that the area of the Roman 
settlement was in excess of 60 ha ( 150 acres). A few sherds of Saxon pottery and two possible 
flint scatters have been located and will be followed up by more detailed fieldwork. 

MELTON (GADDESBY) 
Mr D.J. Wells has recovered a side-looped and socketed Middle Bronze Age spearhead in 
Melton Mowbray but in a dump of builders' soil believed to have been moved from Gaddesby. 
It is 100mm long and is in Rowlands' class I (although also having features of his class II). 

NEWTOWN LINFORD (SK 544104) 
Mr R. Burrows has ploughed up a pivot stone or unfinished mortar from the field south of the 
Reservoir. Groby Archaeological Society have fieldwalked the Medieval site slightly to the east. 

OSBASTON (SK 419050) 
A small scatter of. flint flakes and tools has been found by the Newbold and District 
Archaeological Fieldwork Group in the area of the presumed windmill tump. 

RATBY (SK 498058) 
Mike Ball has found two sherds on The Bury. One has not yet been identified, but the second is 
closely paralleled at Glen Parva and now Beeby in Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age contexts. 

SEWSTERN (SK 867204) 
Trevor Hickman has found the lower stone of a quern. In the same area is a mound in the hedge 
that might possibly be a barrow. 

SNARESTONE (SK 363100) 
A. Hurst has found what appears to be a frequent to be a fragment ofa prehistoric saddle quern 
on the edge of a field track. 
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SPROXTON-BESCABY (SK 822261) 
Fieldwork by the Melton Mowbray Fieldwalking Group has produced a great deal of pottery, 
mostly Medieval but also a significant amount of Roman pottery. In addition a silver penny of 
Edward I, II or III was found. 

SPROXTON-BESCABY (SK 826256) 
During fieldwork by the Melton Mowbray Fieldwalking Group a broken barbed and tanged 
flint arrowhead was found . It is in high quality brown flint. One barb and part of one side is 
missing. It is 30 mm long. 

SPROXTON-BESCABY (SK 826266) 
Fieldwork by the Melton Mowbray Group revealed a flint scatter including flakes, blades, 
cores, scapers, a knife and a rough-out. There seemed to be two distinct groups, one nearly 
corticated, that might represent two distinct periods. 

SWANNINGTON (SK 419157) 
P. Saunders reports a scatter of Roman pottery, predominantly grey-ware with a small 
proportion of colour-coated and Derbyshire wares. 

SWEPSTONE (SK 379107) 
A. Hurst reports that the top stone of a Beehive-type quern in hard brown sandstone has been 
ploughed up by a farmer. 

SWEPSTONE-HEATHER (SK 375098) 
P. Saunders and A. Hurst of the North-West Leics. Archaeological Group have found a scatter 
of Roman pottery, mostly grey-ware but including a hammerhead mortarium. The group is 
probably second to third century. 

TUGBY & KEYTHORPE (SP 767994) 
The Survey Team has fieldwalked the area North of the fishponds at Keythorpe Hall Farm. 
Pottery was recorded for a distance of several hundred metres along the stream. Ridge-tile 
fragments were concentrated in the area of the moanevealed by aerial archaeology. N. Friend 
reports pottery south of the stream to the east of the modern farm. The pottery suggests 
occupation from the tenth/eleventh to the fifteenth/sixteenth centuries. 

WYMONDHAM (SK 849185) 
Trevor Hickman has watched stream dredging on the edge of Wymondham and has recovered 
much tile and pottery presumably connected with the Roman villa. 

Fieldwork in Rutland 1981 
ASHWELL (SK 869142) 
Barbed and tanged flint arrowhead, surface find (RCM 1982.1) 

EMPINGHAM (SK 958088) 
Dolphin brooch, and an antoninianus ofTetricus 1/11, found with a metal detector, near Chapel 
Spinney (H.G. Fiske). 
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GUNTHORPE (SK 872055) 
Medieval glazed jug handle, surface find (RCM 1981.2) 

SEATON (SP 904983) 
A single Anglo-Saxon cremation urn was found during the digging of a pit for a new sewerage 
manhole in Thompson's Lane. No bones and no grave goods were recovered. The urn was 
broken into two pieces and is not quite complete (Fig. 1). It is a biconical urn with slightly 
everted rim, in a slightly sandy dark grey ware. The decoration is as follows : three lines on the 
neck above a single row of dot-in-circle stamps, three more lines above a row of cross-in-circle 
stamps, and a single line; around the shoulder, five pairs of narrow vertical bosses, each with 
one line down each side and one line down the centre, and between each pair of vertical bosses a 
diagonal boss with one line down each side; the bosses are partly hollow. Height 173mm (RCM 
1982.3). 

\f!J \\N 
Fig. 1 The Seaton Urn 

STOKE DRY (SP 853966) 
Collection of very eroded soft red-brown late Medieval ware with patchy green glaze found in 
digging a soakaway (RCM 1981.36). 

TINWELL (TF 006050) 
Animal bones and a little Roman pottery including samian ware found loose along the bank of 
the River Welland (Stamford Museum). Also a complete small unglazed Medieval handled pot 
from the same site (per Stamford Museum). 

WHITWELL 
French jetton, 15th century, found in the garden of Chantry Cottage (G. Freeman). 


